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PART 7  Visions and strategies for Temora Shire

7.1 Introduction

In July 2003 the Shire Council released a Discussion Paper on planning in the Shire, and invited
community response. Meetings were held; submissions were received. A SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities, Threats) analysis was conducted amongst Councillors. The Temora Independent ran
articles and invited comment. Out of this process came an outline of a ‘vision’ for the future of Temora
- incorporating characteristics which the community saw as being essential to the protection and
enhancement of the social and physical environment of Shire and the advancement of its economy.

The response to the 2003 Discussion paper followed two earlier initiatives which engaged local people
in debate about the future of their Shire. In 1996 the Council worked with the NSW Department of State
and Regional Development on a community consultation which developed a plan for future directions of
the town. In 2002, the Main Street / Small, Towns Strategy followed a similar path. These earlier
planning efforts (for the town in particular) were broadly based, and many of their findings go beyond
the limited parameters of this present local study.

However, between all three projects there is much common ground and the threads of a consistently
held view about the future of Temora are clearly discernible. For the current study, the emphasis on
infrastructure and on physical design and image which is apparent in the 2002 study in particular is an
invitation for a response in the new local plan.

Infrastructure is broadly defined to cover (inter alia) improved, expanded health care facilities;
efficient freight-handling options (road/rail); improved accommodation facilities; further enhancement
of and support for extending the operations and facilities of the airport and aviation museum; and
possible augmentation of public utility services such as water and energy. All of these matters need to
be addressed in the new plan where appropriate.

Physical design and image can be defined as incorporating those environmental qualities which help to
create an appealing sense of place: good architecture, attractive landscaping, a town by-pass, traffic-
free areas where people can congregate in comfort and safety, and the things which distinguish Temora

from other towns and shires.

7.2 Planning for growth

The views of community members were canvassed in 2002 as part of the Main Street-Small Towns
Strategy. A SWOT analysis of Councillors was also conducted in 2003. From these two earlier exercises,
findings of direct relevance to the current plan review are summarised below.

% Temora’s location on the intersection of the Burley Griffin Way and the Olympic Way -
Goldfields Way places the town on the quickest road routes linking Brisbane and Melbourne (north-
south) and Sydney/Canberra and Adelaide (east-west). Development of a modern inter-modal transport
interchange in Temora - already a matter of some interest to government - would seem to be an
obvious objective for the future, given the planned completion of the Albury by-pass.

& In the absence of a major river, the potential for Lake Centenary and other water bodies to
contribute increasingly to the overall amenity and attraction of the town and Shire must be exploited.

* A site should be identified for a future cultural centre / community theatre / gallery in
readiness for the time when demand makes such a facility feasible.

* Economic development opportunities are evident in transport and storage; value - adding to
existing businesses; processing; further gold mining; new retail and wholesale businesses; expansion of
aviation-based recreation, industries and services; ‘niche’ agricultural and food products; expansion of
trading hours in certain sectors; tourism.






